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In a pre-Basel event, Tide by Side took to the streets in a artistic representation of Miami's colorful diverse music and
performance expressions on Sunday, November 27, 2016. Carl Juste - Miami Herald
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In a pre-Basel event, Tide by Side took to the streets in a artistic representation of Miami's colorful diverse music and
performance expressions on Sunday, November 27, 2016. Carl Juste - Miami Herald

f
9

BY JORDAN LEVIN
Jlevin@miamiherald.com

With a cloud of red confetti and a wailing conch shell chorus, the much-anticipated and
hyped Faena District Miami Beach opened Sunday afternoon with a carnival parade that was
equal parts community celebration and high-concept performance.

“Tide by Side,” as the event was called, boasted a long list of illustrious international art
world creators — this was not your typical Caribbean carnival (although Cuban collective Los
Carpinteros’ blessedly raucous black-feathered conga band came close). The party
inaugurated Argentine developer Alan Faena’s four-block-long Faena District and the
spectacular Faena Forum cultural center on Collins Avenue in mid-Miami Beach. Faena and
partner Ximena Caminos promise it will deliver innovative, community-oriented
programming to balance the area’s uber-luxurious hotel, shopping and condo components.

“I'm honored and amazed we delivered this place to
Miami Beach and the community and the world,” said
Faena, wearing a sparkly version of his trademark all-
white ensemble and greeting art world eminences like
curator Jeffrey Deitch at the VIP pavilion. “This is a
present to the community, not just for now, but for the
next generation.”

Culture’s a carnival for opening of dazzling Faena

Performer Luckner Bruno in the

Forum "Tide by Side" artistic procession

. . . on Sunday afternoon, which
The crowds packing the sidewalks along Collins Avenue opened the Faena Arts District on

and the various parade groups offered a cross-section of Miami Beach. CARL JUSTE -
only-in-Miami culture. Poets and art critics in Venetian cjuste@miamiherald.com
carnival bird masks joined veteran Haitian master

drummers in pedicabs topped with glittery green and blue peacocks and shopping carts
packed with gold-painted picture frames, all from Miami collective Carnival Arts. Longtime
Miami artist Carlos Betancourt led a group of friends escorting his giant pinata cake
sprouting bright colored cones and topped by a gold pelican, drawing cheers as it released a
sky-spanning cloud of red confetti. Caminos, in red-sequined horned cap and glittering tail
coat, led a snaking line of volunteers joined by a long train of webbing.

A frazzled-looking Arto Lindsay, the avant-garde musician who was one of the procession’s
co-directors (the entire project was created by curator Claire Tancons, with architect Gia
Wolff as the other co-director), stood in the street frantically directing bands coming from
opposite directions — cheerleaders in skimpy black costumes with “Flame” across their
chests popping into the air, a Haitian group blowing bamboo tubes and tin horns in
boisterous carnival rara music, a marching band pumping hips and flaunting tubas.



