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Tara Solomon's
Lichtenstein-inspired
footstool.

Susin Greenwood for The New York Times

Home Grow
ANa i

Unconventional furniture
makes itself right at home

By JO WERNE

Herald Home Furnishings Writer
Photos by CHUCK FADELY
And JEFFERY A. SALTER
Miami Herald Staft

T he cabinet has fanciful fish swimming

along its edges. The chair sports

multicolored bolsters that can be
rearranged according to whim, The sculptured
chaise longue is fabricated from scrap wood.

These are witty picces that work. You can sit
on them, store things in them, eat dinner off
them or just admire them as art. And you can
find them in Miami Beach shops, Design
District showrooms and Coconut Grove art
galleries.

The South Floridians who made them come
from different backgrounds — interior design,
painting, architecture, medical technology, real
estate and carpentry. What they have in
common is their delight in creating the unusual.

Metal, mesh and more
Carlos Betancourt's **CenTrust Chair” —so
called because its bright orange, yellow and
green bolsters can be changed around like the
illumination on the building — won the Miami
Style competition in 1988. Made of hollow
stainless steel with a mesh base for the cotton
bolsters, the chair costs $2,000. Betancourt
has sold five of them and one chaise
longue version.
A graduate of the Art Institute of
Fort Lauderdale, Betancourt, 25, also
has a collection of metal chairs with
geometric backs. If the back
cushion is covered in purple, the
seat is red, and vice versa. He
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Ed McCabe is back on Madison Avenue alter com-  advertising agency, McCabe & Company. The
peting in an 8,000-mile road rally and joining an  painting by Carlos Betancourt in Mr, McCabe's of-
agency in Miami, and is opening New York's newest  [ice is a memento of his briel stay in Miami. |
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Rookies | ,_05 <o§~5 winners in Florida Style competition

By AL ALSCHULER

An innovative sofa-in-a-tox and a
dining table with & tasc cdged in
chipped rolished glass were 1wo of
11 winning entries in this year's
Porida Style Competition.

Some, like these, were achieved
by fiest-time finalists, while (wo

veieran peroduct designers, Michsel
Wolk and Carks Betancoun, cither ¢

won o¢ tied in theee of eight catego-
rics.

Prototypes produced by Florkda
manufacturers will compete for &
$5.000 grand prize. The wiancr will
e snocunced Aug. 3 3t 3 pals 1o
the Mclamore Chilkdren's
et of the Chikdren's Home Sock

. Fetha, founding principol of Miami-

Carlos Betancourt chair won In office furniture.

ceived by Interior designer Nury  Emerpeises’ corponate offices won
tused Design Percepeions, and her

757..& rl M Pr.:uir-_nuw. dence for Glorka and Emibio

Bagatel Glassworks, a new Davie
frm.

Mz, HHII's entry in the dining divi-
sion was lied with an 80-loch diame-
tet table In cherry wond designed by
Michae! Wolk. Mr. Wolk, whose
ramesake Miami company won last
n-..— grand prize, also tied For fiest

two other categories this year:
lighting and outdoor fumilure, with a
chalse compased of an extruded alu-
minum frame and vinyl mesh cush-
fon.

Sharing top hoooes in the oudoor
caiegiry was ancther former Florkta
Style winner, Carlos Detancourt,
whase [ahia Discayne chaise fea-
tures & polished stalnkess sicel frame
and canvas foam cushion. The artia-
furniture designer, wixme stulio i in
Miami Beach, took fints in two other

stamlcss sicel back, leather seat and
mahogany Jegs

Porida Sand was abo esigned by
a previons Flocida Siyle category
winner, Athera Marie il Car
M, dirccior of design for Gereral
Mica Corp. The Miami furniture
manufaciurer s producing her win-
ning hedroom ensemble, whose con-
figorations refect a deliowd influ-
ence,

Led by Scont Coogan and Ralach
Torres, Fine

g and Lmp categuey, won in tet
catcguey bast year. The Miami firm's

Iskamuornda e
watl halogen
Joting with ns

atures a M-

Vertical Bar, ncovprating a poll

was_ruancr-up in the o o et

- sponsored anmally by the Tnserkor
cal, sers, covered in tropical hues, are  Design Guikd of South Floekt
_.A«.-._Q_ .: rest alop o —rxrunﬁ_ ve-

Mr. Detancoun's winning
Whe living room-occaion) ¢

The
table was cr
winning e

FOVFSZESIGN msz

The Aliami Herald

The Living £

The New JJork Times

— 10w in the
— wire e

in Zi— cotkon
Ms. Foria's desipn for Fsielan

Designers capture prizes
in furniture competition

Degrers Mcsae! Wolk and Car-

st 0 place on & pre-cunligured
fosdaton
W Outdoor furniture — (tex

Welk's destgns have wea cight
tmes m previows Style competr
(s, whie Beuncoun won once

W Lighting and Lamps — (i)

Scott Coogan and Katael Torres.
Fme An Desgn. 3 300wt hale-
. gen torcheere covered i bewge

suaame:

Fust-place wazners by Qtegory
are

® Dining room fumiture —
e}

Frank HL w-:: Glass Works,

mabopy of PO wTap arcend the
ATm rest.
Wolk. Micron: Wosk Desgn Ave- 8 Wall system fentertain-
cutes, for ar  blrich-dameter
CherTy woos €y table with mate-
ral and ebony s2ams.

B Bedroom furmiture:
_Athena Mane Fedena Carba.

tacterers (FARM) and the Flonsta
home Furnabog, Resresesiasves
Avsecuatie, pie 3 £2 000 contrine
e trom the FAFML

Tares tercan peabie foam bedsters
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