


SITTING ACROSS FROM CARLOS BETANCOURT, watching him
and listening to him, a mix of images comes to mind: The
Road Runner. Pee Wee Herman, A GQ magazine model. e
Chain smoking, mindlessly squeezing a pink and blue-striped
beach ball, the young Puerto Rican-born artist spoke freely
and openly, answering any and all questions without limits,
with a tendency to burst into spasms of laughter at odd
moments. * A member of the old guard of South Beach (the
Sempers, Avenue A, and Boomerang crowd), Carlos is addict-
ed 1o this area — particularly Lincoln Road Mall. His simple
but coveted lifestyle includes such mundane pleasures as
snacking ut the Woolworth luncheonette and venturing out

into the soclul iy unly lor friends’ birthdays.
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How would you describe i
b your child-
[Laughs] Oh my God! I wasn’t expecting
t}l;::l. H: mlr would I describe my childhood?
appy! That's so deep. [Laughs] He '
: ghs] Ha b
I was always different. i

How were you different?

Everybody always treated me different. I
had a lot of freedom. 1 cried a lot. w‘us
super sensitive, [Silence] I did a lot of
sports. | was always painting, though.

How did you get interested in painting?
I don't have a memory, 1 know that 1 wwt‘
always painting, My parents, who were A
conservative with everyone but me, put me
through art classes. They always c-nlmur
aged me, They still do,

Are your childhood and your heritage
reflected in your artwork?

A lot, That's another thing about my child-
hood, T was always left with my gl’zm(.ll"l—
ther from Cuba. Fis room was filled wi‘lh
Cuban things, letters o Fidel Castro. T did-
n't like it Lt fest], but by the time l.was'
six | started o like i, | was the only or‘le
w‘t‘m had an interest in that, It has directl
alfeated my work. Bven to this Lf'.ly.m)./ 4
grandlather sends me information about
Cuba, He has a Hbrary of Cuban history.

I‘m::"ll!;l:i‘h:'ll:lll llrltlul are you?

¥ wo ' constantly chang
What type of i rtivt iire yolur'
(Pause] | like new. I'm constantly ¢hang
ing, as you can see in my work, I'm-
always looking for new things. 1 use
abstract expressionism, pop, Fauvism,
all of these things mixed. 1 get bored
very easily. 1 do furniture, design,
inventing — just about everything.

fev

What intrigues you about designing
furniture?

1 think it has to do with the academic

side. 1 discovered furniture designing

in school and I tearned so much about

it. When you look at Bauhaus furniture
you see the designs, they are sO timeless. 1
think it is very hard, furniture design, and
I admire this guy because of the simplicity.
That's where | get my inspiration from.
Form follows function, things like that, and

the timeless things.

What attracted
you to Lincoln
Road Mall?

I'vie been in

Lincoln Road for
ages, so it's very
unconscious. 1

grew up with Miami
Beach, I'm a prod-
uct of Miami Beach.
One of the first stu-
dios [ had was by
Lenox and Sixteenth,
that wias six years ago,
Then | moved to
where the Wire office
is now. It was owned by Gary James, he
used to do the Avenue A parties ther,e
Gary gave me the space. Eventually [ ‘
moved here, T always stayed around this
area because it is the artists and artists h
influence each other. At least we use(j o
back then. It was incredible. We all affect-
ed each other and had meetings.

So the art community isn’t as close any-

oret :
! don't*want to say anything negative. But
in a certain way, yeah.

Would you like to become
a
e commercial

T IS ATV CTTAATY AT ATT
[ DON'T SHOP AT ALL.
1 LIKE HAVING

THE LEAST OF EVERYTHING.
[ WEAR THE SAME CLOTHES

ALL THE TIME.
=

No, not at all, But there is 50 much...I think
everything happens in a group sense. For
me it's so stupid when you have to work
by yourself, when by logic groups of peo-
ple work better together. I think all of us
are so influenced by television and the
“you, you, you, me, me, me.” The priorities
are different. I see it. It's amazing.
Sometimes it freaks me out.

what do you like best about ;
yourself?

{t's hard to talk about me, 1 usual-
ly let other people do that.
Something that T love about
myself is the compassion and car-
ing, 1 get off on that. It makes me
very happy that [ can give and

that T waste a lot of my time.
Sometimes I want to change it,
because it has gotten me in trou-

will make me not be a nice per-

i’s not going o StOp Me from

being a nice person.” I love that.

That's why 1 love that woman
[points to the
video of

ncourt pays
P Breakfast at

homage to the

help out. Sometimes O the degree

ble. But I tell myself that “No one

son. No matter how much it hurts

Tiffany’sl, Audrey

learned what I really could
use my name for nothing
else counted. '

Are you headlth conscious?

Yes, I smoke a pack a day. No, I

work out three times a week,

Most of the time [ eat healthy,
but it is expensive to eat healﬂly,
I.t’s expensive and takes a lot of
time. Yeah, yeah, the temple, your
l?ody, all that. I love life, [ looove
life. I protect this little body.

Where do you eat?

I :shink I love eating right here in my stu

dio. [Laughs] I love it because its like a rit-

ual. When I get my food, I get it from any-

where on Lincoln Road. I get it in here and

I lock th.e door, and I'm alone. It's like tak-
ing a shit, the same thing, [Laughs]
It is a moment of total serenity. I
love eating.

Where's your favorite place to
shop on the Beach?
1 hardly shop. But it's Woolworth.

You can have a lot of fun in
Woolworth.

[He leans in as if to tell a secret]
When 1 want to eat bad I go there,
put my little cap on and my glass-
es. 1 took my mother there recently
because she used to take me there
for lunch in Puerto Rico. Wwell, I
convinced my mother that we had to go
eat at the Woolworth counter. She cried for
an hour [while we were therel. She said
that looking at me big and remembering
me as a little boy was a major flashback for
her. 1 was so happy taking her there, and it
turned out to be the biggest nightmare. But
I don't shop at all. I like having the least of
everything. I wear black pants and a white
tank top all the time. [ wear the same
clothes all the time. People tell me 1 dress
so well, and I laugh.

Are you always this up?
veah. 1 love sleeping 1o @ certain degree.
love that feeling just before you'te going
to go to sleep, you know. I wish we
didn't have to go sleep, though. 1 under-
stand the mechanics of the human body,
but why didn't God invent 2 body that
didn't have to sleep? That's why we look
at dreams and think that God is very intel-
ligent — or whoever you believe in,
Muhammed or Buddha. There must be
something else to sleep hesides resting
your body. There's got to be something

—

like dreams. No, but, I love the mornings,

1 love the nights. 1 love everything.
Sometimes 1 try not to be so hyper, but I
don’t like being mellow. Life for me is
about action. You cannot stand still all of

the time. That's how it has worked for me;

One of Betancourt's not-

so-practical but aestheti-

cally pleasing furnish-

ings.

ln'hn ﬂuvor of Hepburn. She

Miami in these  ysed her name moving, creating, thinking. Creative peo-
painfings (left for a real good ple are very intense. Every day is like
and far righi}. thing. The day I New Year's Eve to me. 4}
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