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LTS GET SOCIAL Inside hi.s Imperfect Utopia - A
Q&A with Carlos Betancourt
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Miami artist Carlos Betancourt is getting ready to reach a new high in his already hot career.
This month, Rizzoli is releasing a 200-page book of Betancourt’s work, titled Imperfect Utopia. The
name comes from Betancourt's Miami studio, open since the 80’s, and a forerunner on Miami’s art
scene.

The tome features hundreds of illustrations and gives readers a big window on the evolution of the
artists kaleidoscopic work that pulls from the Caribbean and American culture across racial and

language boundaries.

Imperfect Utopia from Rizzoli

The book is ahead of Betancourt’s mid-career solo exhibit opening at the Museo de Arte
Contemporaneo de Puerto Rico on November 18. The exhibition is titled Re-Collections, and is
significant because the artist was born in Puerto Rlco, and it’s colorful influence plays heavily in his
work.

HH: Tell us how you think your work has evolved over your career?

CB: | have mostly explored issues of memory, beauty and nature in my work, from the Assemblages
series of the 1990’s, to more recent works such E/ Portal series from 2011. There have been many
constants, that include large-scale works printed on vinyl and dividing my attention between a
variety of mediums.

Painting, photography, sculpture, silk screening, assemblages and furniture design were my
primary mediums in the late 1980s and throughout the 1990s. At the fin de siécle, | started

focusing more on photography, but | have always been a multi-media artist, and the last ten years
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;"es_e"t:ltYi:\”‘v HH: How long does it take to install pieces like Appropriations from El Rio: As Times
uring

Goes By?

CB: Normally two to three days. But the process of installation is so rewarding that we installed
this particular suspended sculpture in 20 continuous work hours. This artwork is a 3-dimensional,
re-interpretation of a 2-dimensional artwork series titled Re-Collections. Architect Alberto
Latorre, who s also my studio director suggested this idea. It's an appropriation of my own past
artwork. The work includes relics from the Miami River that merge and blend with contemporary
objects, provoking new meanings.

HH: What are your favorite spots in Miami?



objects, provoking new meanings.

HH: What are your favorite spots in Miami?

CB: | enjoy spending time in my house and neighborhood around El Portal. We like having our
friends over for conversation, dinner and a bit of dancing to my favorite music in our house when
we are in town and have free time. Otherwise, | love to pick up seashells, being on the sea, and
visiting Fairchild Tropical Gardens, museums, antique stores as well as thrift shops. | enjoy learning

and reading a lot, specially about history or biographies. This year | would like to learn to waltz.
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